Parental understanding of the consequences of pediatric cardiac transplantation.
Pediatric cardiac transplantation has profound medical, social, psychological and economic consequences. Parents need to understand both the medical and non-medical consequences of the transplant procedure to make a judicious decision about this treatment. The purpose of this study was to determine the parental understanding of the multiple consequences of transplantation. A prospective ethnographic method was used to study 24 parents of 15 children prior to their decision to accept or reject the transplant option for their children. Findings revealed that the medical consequences of transplantation were well addressed by the pediatric cardiac transplant team. Little attention, however, was given to the non-medical concerns of the parents. The importance of nursing interventions related to information clarification and support for parents as they make decisions about heart transplantation for their children was identified.